MINUTES 

Columbia Presbytery

Sunday, October 22, 2006

Fayetteville Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville, Tennessee

Rev. Tim Smith, Pastor

Presbytery In Worship

Presbytery gathered in worship at 3:00 PM within the Sanctuary of the Fayetteville Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  Reverend Tim Smith, host Pastor announced that Mr. Lee Preston, an elder in the Fayetteville Church and President of Presbytery’s Board of Finance, was in the Vanderbilt Hospital critically ill, and called Presbytery to be in prayer for him.   Following the Call to Worship Reverend Robert Heflin led Presbytery in prayer, remembering Mr. Preston and his family and others.  

Call to Worship

Psalm 117

             Reverend Tim Smith

Opening Prayer




        Reverend Robert Heflin

Hymn



“Holy, Holy, Holy”

Scripture Lesson

Luke 11:1-13

    Reverend Donald Hubbard

Hymn



“The Church’s One Foundation”

Prayer





             Reverend Tim Smith

Mr. Darrell Johnson, Music Director of the Fayetteville Church, led the Singing accompanied by Janet Lindsay, organist, and Malinda Gibson, pianist.
CONSTITUTING PRESBYTERY

Following worship the Moderator, Reverend Mrs. Sherry Ladd, called the meeting of Columbia Presbytery to order.

The Roll was checked showing 22 minister, 3 licentiates, 1 candidate, and 31 Session delegates, present.   (See Attendance Table – Appendix “A”

The Stated Clerk announced that a quorum was present.

Reverend Buddy Pope led Presbytery in the Constituting Prayer.

On motion, the Agenda was adopted.

The Rev. Tim Smith, host pastor, welcomed all to the meeting of Columbia Presbytery and to the Fayetteville Church.

Letter Received

On motion, a letter from Nashville Presbytery for the Rev. Teddy Newman Bane was received, and the name of Rev. Bane was added to the roll of the clergy of Columbia Presbytery.

Election of Moderator

The Moderator opened the floor for nominations for Moderator.   Rev. Scott Yates was nominated.  On motion, nominations ceased and Presbytery proceeded to elect Rev. Yates as Moderator.

Election of Vice-Moderator

The newly elected Moderator opened the floor for nominations for Vice Moderator.  Rev. Tim Smith was nominated.  On motion, nominations ceased and Presbytery proceeded to elect Rev. Smith as Vice Moderator.

Excuses Heard

On motion, Rev. Richard Kinnamen, Dr. Dwayne Cole, Rev. Thomas Smith, and Sessions of the Kingdom and Beaverdam Churches were excused.

Recognition of Visitors


Rev. Donald Hubbard, Moderator of the General Assembly and a member of East Tennessee Presbytery was recognized.  On motion, the Rev. Donald Hubbard was seated as an advisory member.

Mr. Bob Rutledge from the General Assembly’s Task Force on relocating the Denominational Center was recognized as being present.



Dr. Jay Earheart-Brown, President of Memphis Theological Seminary, was recognized as being present.   On motion, he was seated as an advisory member.



Dr. Phillip Sumrall, a member of Grace Presbytery, was recognized, and on motion, was seated as an advisory member.



Dara Jones, Planned Giving Coordinator for Tennessee Synod was recognized.

Old Business 

In the meeting of April 23, 2006, Presbytery tabled the following recommendation to give time for Sessions to consider what impact this might have on choosing delegates to Presbytery. The Recommendation was to replace Stand Rule 1 with the following:  “Columbia Presbytery shall meet twice each year, spring and fall.  The meetings will be held on the fourth Saturday of April and October at 9:00 AM.  Each meeting will include a worship time with the host church being responsible for worship, utilizing probationers to preach if possible. The quorum for a meeting of Presbytery shall be four members provided that at least one minister and one elder are present…”
On motion, the above Recommendation was taken from the table.  

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Recommendation.  The standing vote was 15 for and 30 against.  The Recommendation failed to receive a two-thirds majority vote to change the Standing Rules.

Communications to Presbytery

Presbytery was in receipt of a letter and a contract from the Grace Church requesting the approval of the relationship between Rev. Ted Bane and Grace Church and that a Commission be elected to install him on Sunday, November 12, 2006 at 6:00 PM.   On motion, the request and the contract were approved.

Other communications (Children’s Home, the Task Force on Ordination, and the Summary of Actions of the General Assembly) were noted, but no action required.  

A letter from Linda Galvin, a candidate for the ministry, was read and referred to the Committee on the Ministry.

On motion, a communication from Rev. Scott Yates, submitting a proposal to establish a “Webb Page” for Columbia Presbytery as requested by the Presbyterial Council was referred back to the Council, which will meet November 16.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

The General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church has referred to the various Presbyteries a Constitutional Amendment changing the Rules of Discipline of the Confession of Faith.  On motion, the Constitutional Amended was approved.  

RECESS 
The Moderator declared a 15 minutes recess at 4:15 PM.

RECESS OUT


Recess out, the Moderator called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM.  


RESOLUTION’S COMMITTEE

The moderator named the following people to serve as the Resolution’s Committee for this meeting of Presbytery.  They are Rev. Jimmy Miller, Rev. John Eatherly, Ms. Byrne Dunn, and Mr. Mike Powers.

REPRESENTATIVES of the Denomination and Synod heard

Rev. Donald Hubbard, Moderator of the General Assembly, spoke to Presbytery about the work and ministry that is taking place among our boards and agencies of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.


Mr. Bob Rutledge, GA Task Force for relocating the Denominational Center, assisted by Rev. Larry Guin, made a power-point presentation about the purchase of a building to house the denominational agencies.

LETTER RECEIVED

On motion, the email message, just received, from Rev. Gay Mims, Stated Clerk of Grace Presbytery granting a letter of dismission for Dr. Phillip Sumrall was received and his name was place on the roll of the ordain clergy of Presbytery. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE DENOMINATION AND SYNOD CONTINUE

Reverend Bill Rolman, representing Commission on the Ministry of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, reminded the ministers of the 2007 Minister’s conference.

Dr. Jay Earheart-Brown, President of Memphis Theological Seminary, spoke to Presbytery about the Seminary and encouraged people to consider the call to the Teaching Ministry.

THE APPOINTED HOUR

The appointed time of 5:10 PM having arrived, the Moderator asked the Rev. Tim Smith to make necessary announcements about the evening meal and to lead in prayer.   The Moderator declared a recess until 6:15 PM.

RECESS OUT

Recess out, the Moderator called the meeting to order at 6:15 PM. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE DENOMINATION AND SYNOD CONTINUE

Miss Dara Jones, Planned Giving Coordinator of Tennessee Synod, told of her work and encourage churches to invite her to speak to them about planned giving and stewardship.

REPORTS

Reports of Elected Officers and Council


Reverend Sherry Ladd presented the Report of the Retiring Moderator. On motion, the report was concurred in, marked Appendix “B” and filed.

Reverend Wendell Trotter presented the Report of the Treasurer for information.   A full report regarding the finances will be made for the year at the next meeting of Presbytery.  

Reverend Tim Smith, vice-Moderator, assumed the chair, and Reverend Scott Yates presented the Report of the Presbyterial Council.  On motion, the report was concurred in and recommendations adopted, Those individuals named in the report as corrected (Robert Mullenix nominated as General Assembly Delegate and John Koelz as an alternate) were nominated for the positions noted. The Report was labeled appendix “C“ and filed.  The vice-Moderator called for nominations for the various vacancies.  There being none, Presbytery elected those named in the report to the positions named.

On motion, Presbytery voted to permit the Presbyterial Youth Fellowship to name two Youth Advisory Delegates to the 2008 General Assembly as representing Columbia Presbytery and that they be allowed to raise the necessary funds.

Moderator Yates reassumed the chair.
Board Reports

The Report of the Board of Missions was presented by Reverend Buddy Pope. On motion, the Report was concurred in, recommendations adopted, as corrected, marked Appendix “D” and filed.

The Report of the Board of Christian Education was presented by Mrs. Susan Groce.  On motion, the Report was concurred in, recommendations adopted, marked Appendix “E” and filed.

Report Number “2” of the Board of Christian Education was presented by Mrs. Susan Groce.  On motion the Report was concurred in, recommendations adopted, marked Appendix “F” and filed.

The Report of the Board of Finance and Trustees was presented by Reverend Calvin Lunn.  On motion, the Report was concurred in, recommendations adopted, marked Appendix “G” and filed

On motion, Presbytery voted to loan the Belleview Church up to $25,000, if needed, from the endowment funds.  The Belleview Church will repay the loan $5,000.00 a year until the loan is paid in full.


On motion, Presbytery concurred in the Report and adopted the Recommendation submitted by Lee Preston, marked Appendix “H” and filed.  The Presbyterial Council had requested Mr. Preston talk to the Insurance Agency and submit a report to Presbytery.  

The Report of the Board of Directors of Crystal Springs was presented by Rev. Dwight Liles.  

Committee Reports


The Report of the Committee on the Ministry was presented by Reverend Tommy Jobe.  On motion, the Report was concurred in, recommendations adopted, marked Appendix “I” and filed.


Report Number “2” of the Committee on the Ministry was presented by Reverend Tommy Jobe.  On motion, the Report was concurred in, recommendation adopted, marked Appendix “J” and filed.


Reverend David McGregor asked Mr. Don Robinson the questions for candidacy and led in prayer.  Reverend Jobe declared that his name be listed in the directory as a candidate for ministry.

Members of Presbytery were then invited to extend the hand of fellowship to Licentiate John Blair on being approved for ordination and to Mr. Don Robinson on being approved as a candidate for ministry.

On motion, the Committee on the Ministry was directed to contact Linda Galvin about her letter to withdraw as a candidate for the ministry and to report to Presbytery in the spring of 2007.

The Report of the Committee on Theological and Social Concerns was presented by Reverend Dwight Liles.  On motion, the report was concurred in, recommendations adopted, marked Appendix “K” and filed.

The Report of the Committee on Pastoral Care and Oversight was presented by Mr. Bill Stovall. On motion, the Report was concurred in, recommendations adopted, marked Appendix “L” and filed

The Report of the Heritage/Judicial Concerns Committee was presented by Reverend Todd Gaskill.  On motion, the Report was concurred in, recommendation adopted, marked Appendix “M” and filed.

Commissions’ Reports

The Report of the Commission to ordained and install Tim Smith as pastor of the Fayetteville Church was presented by Reverend Kirk Smith.   On motion, the Report was concurred in, recommendation adopted, marked Appendix “N” and filed. 

The Report of the Commission to ordained and install Jason Heidel as pastor of the Mt. Pleasant Church was presented by Reverend Wayne Morgan. On motion, the Report was concurred in, recommendation adopted, marked Appendix “O” and filed.

Other Reports

The Report of the General Assembly Commissioners was presented by Reverend Dwight Liles.  On motion, the Report was concurred in, marked Appendix “P” and filed.

NEXT MEETING PLACE

On motion, Presbytery voted to accept the invitation from the Grace Church to host the Spring Meeting of Presbytery, April 22, 2007. 

On motion, Presbytery voted to accept the invitation of the Belleview Churchy to host the Fall Meeting of Presbytery, October 28, 2007.

OTHER BUSINESS

On motion, Reverend Tim Smith, Reverend Sherry Ladd, Reverend Tommy Jobe, and Elder Dewey Wilson were elected as a Commission to install Reverend Ted Bane as Pastor of the Grace Church.

On motion, Mr. Rex Miles, Reverend Mark Allison (Chair), Rev. Tim Smith, and Reverend Bill Rolman were elected as a Commission to install Reverend Phillip Sumrall as Pastor of the Lawrenceburg Church.

On motion, Reverend Tommy Jobe, Reverend Scott Yates, Reverend Calvin Lunn, Reverend Terry Peery, Elder Pat Huggins and Elder Rex Miles were elected as a Commission to ordain Licentiate John Blair and to install him as Pastor of the Fiducia Church.

The Report of the Resolution’s Committee was presented by Reverend Jimmy Miller. On motion, the Report was concurred in, marked Appendix “Q” and filed

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion, the minutes for the meeting of Presbytery were approved as read.

ROLL CHECKED


The roll was checked showing 23 ministers, 3 licentiates, 1 candidate, and 29 Session delegates present.  See Attendance Table, Appendix “A”.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Presbyterial Fellowship (Used to be Men’s Fellowship—now for men and women) will meet with the Pleasant Mount Church Thursday, November 2 at 6:30 PM.

The Presbyterial Council will meet November 16, 2006-6:30 PM-Columbia Church

Boards and Committees will meet March 1, 2007 – 7:00 PM – Columbia  Church

Presbyterial Council will meet March 15, 2007, 6:30 PM – Columbia Church

PRAYER CONCERNS


Lee Preston, critically ill in Vanderbilt Hospital.
ADJOURNMENT

On motion, Presbytery voted to adjourn to meet on Sunday, April 22, 2007 – 3:00 PM with the Grace Church.

Reverend Tim Smith led Presbytery in the closing prayer.

At 8:28 PM, the Moderator declared Presbytery adjourned.

_________________________    ______________________________

Reverend Scott Yates, Moderator
Reverend Wendell Trotter, Stated Clerk

